eY Y o3 - S Vs Y Y s €Y M gray
s - g 3 B S

b4
O gl (S i

Abstract

The trait which most decisively distinguished human beings form all other creature
on the Planet is language. Language is a unique possession of man. It is God’s special
gift to mankind. Language is a very complex human phenomenon. It is non instinctive,
conventional and arbitrary in nature. Language is both linguistic and communicative
competence. It is symbolic systematic in nature. This paper throws light on some
distinguishing and striking characteristics of language.
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"Language, it seems is a multi purpose instrument. One function however seems

to be basic language enables us to influence people, behaviors and to influence it

in detail, and there by makes human Co-operation possible. Language is being
used to strengthen the bonds of cohesion between the members of a society”[1§]
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”A system of conventional, spoken or written symbols by means of which human
beings, as members of a social group and participants in its culture communicate”[3]
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A system of communication by sounds i-e through the organs of speech and hear-
ing among human beings of a certain group or community using vocal symbols
possessing arbiterary conventional meanings[4]
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Language is audible, articulate human speech as produced adjacent vocal or-
gans..... The body of words and methods of combining words used and under-
stood by a considerable community, especially when fixed and elaborated by long
usage, a tongue[5]
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Language may be defined as the expression of thoughts by means of speech
sounds|[6]
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Arbitrariness is the absence of any necessary connection between a linguistic form
its meaning|[11]
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One of the most important characteristics of language is the presence of grammar.
The grammar of language is simply the way it combines small elements (such as
words) in to larger elements (Such as sentences)[L1]
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Displacement is the use of language to talk about things other than here now.
We have not the slightest difficulty in talking about last nights football game, or
our own childhood or the behavior of dianosaures which lived over 100 million ago
or the ultimate fate of the universe with equal ease, we can discuss the surface
of the planet neptune[l5]
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